
Northern Little League Safety Awareness Plan 

2026 

 

Overview: To increase awareness of the opportunities to provide a safer environment for children, volunteers and all Little League Participants Northern 

Little League (here after referred to as “The League”) will maintain a safety manual in the facilities board room that shall be reviewed at least 

annually and will incorporate required guidelines and requirements from Little League. A Safety Awareness Program or ASAP has 15 elements of 

compliance detailed below. 

1. Safety Officer- The League will have an active safety office on file with Little League International. Safety Officer name and contact information will be 

made public to the league through the publishing of this document on its website and available. Safety Officer is named along with other Emergency 

Contacts in Appendix A.  

 

2. Safety Manual Distribution- All league personnel will be allowed access to the league’s safety manual including board members, coaches, managers, 

concession workers, facilities crew, etc. The Safety Manual will be published on The League’s website. A copy will be provided to the District 

Administrator and to the District Safety Officer upon request.  

 

3. Emergency Plan- The League will post and distribute emergency and key officials’ phone numbers. This information will be posted in the concession 

stand, boardroom and press boxes.  This will include who to contact to track and report injuries. See Appendix A. 

 

4. Volunteer Application- Managers, coaches, board members and any other persons, volunteers or hired workers, who provide regular service to The 

League and or have repetitive access to or contact with players or teams must fill out the application form as well as provide government issued photo 

identification card for ID verification. The League will check name spellings and numbers for accuracy.  Anyone refusing to fill out a Volunteer Application 

is ineligible to be a league member. The League will conduct a background check utilizing SportsConnect. The Official Little League Volunteer Application 

Form can be found in Appendix B and should be used if the volunteer is not processed through SportsConnect.  

 

5. Fundamentals Training- The League will provide access to fundamentals training. Training resources can be found at  

https://www.littleleague.org/university. The Abuse Awareness Training Course is required for all volunteers of The League. The Diamond Leader 

Training Program is required for Tournament Managers and Coaches; however, all Volunteers are highly encouraged to take these courses.  

 

6. First Aid Training- First Aid Training for coaches and managers is encouraged and can be accessed at https://redcross.org.  Coaches and Managers 

should familiarize themselves with The Georgia “Return to Play Act” located in title 20 of the Georgia Code which addresses concussions in youth 

athletes.  http://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2014/title-20/chapter-2/article-6/part-15/section-20-2-324.1/ 

 

7. Check for Safe Field Conditions- Coaches and Umpires are required to observe and inspect fields for hazards prior to practices and games. Any issues will 

be submitted to The Leagues Safety Officer (or other Board Member) for documentation and tracking of items to be addressed. If a serious safety 

https://www.littleleague.org/university
https://redcross.org/
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concern arises the Board will convene to make a decision to restrict access in the area. Restricting access will occur out of an abundance of caution and 

with intent to keep all participants safe. For more information see Little League “Hey Coach, Have You:” located in appendix C.  

 

8. Facility Survey- The League will complete or update the Annual Facility Survey in the LL Data Center. The Safety Officer with the League President will 

physically review fields and facilities and for any changes needed. Any safety issues will be documented and tracked for completion.  

 

9. Concession Stand Safety- Safety and Menu shall be administered by League Concession Manager. D&D Concession will maintain required Little League 

Coverage and agrees to the following conditions to ensure safe food and beverage services:  

 

a. Only workers are allowed in the concession stand. Workers must be 16 years or older. No children, no students, no friends, etc.  

b. Workers are told to stay home if they feel sick in any way.  

c. Encourage employees to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue (or use the inside of their elbow). Used tissues should be thrown in the trash 

and hands washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  

d. Workers must wash their hands frequently (e.g. before, during, and after preparing food; after touching garbage) with soap and water for at 

least 20 seconds and increase monitoring to ensure adherence.  

e. To avoid injuries and safety issues in the concessions stand, all workers are trained and given clear guidelines on operating equipment and 

creating a safe environment. Use gloves to avoid direct hand contact with food items.  

f. There is a designated pick-up window for customers to encourage physical spacing while waiting in line.  

g. Workers regularly clean and disinfect all touchpads and countertops.  

h. Items that require refrigeration must be stored in the refrigerators located in the concession stand.  

i. Trash needs to be disposed of in the trash receptacles and emptied each night.  

j. All dishes and utensils will be cleaned each night.  

k. Sanitizing wipes will be used to keep the concession stand clean. Wipes should only be used once before disposal.  

l. All heating element appliances will be shut off and unplugged at the close of the concession stand.  

m. Close and lock serving windows each night.  

n. Concession stand must be cleaned after every event. 

 

10. Equipment Check- The League will require regular inspection and replacement of equipment.  Player equipment will regularly be inspected by coaches 

/managers.  Broken or damaged equipment should immediately be removed from the playing area and the players’ parent/guardian should be notified 

that items should not be returned to play.  Prior to the start of any Little League game, it is the responsibility of each teams’ manager to inspect the 

condition of the playing equipment to be used by the players in the ensuing game.  To do so thoroughly and effectively, it is recommended that the 

managers examine each of the batting helmets that may be worn, and the equipment to be worn by the catcher, including the helmet, chest protector 

and shin guards prior to the start of the ensuing game and anytime a safety concern arises. If a piece of equipment is deemed to be unsafe it will be 

removed from play. In addition to Little League Rules the following local safety mechanisms are in place: 

 

a. Softball will require players to wear face guards. Baseball is not required to wear face guards, only recommended.  Players are also encouraged 

to wear protective cups and mouth pieces.  



b. Netting has been added to extend backstops to help prevent foul balls from reaching spectators.  

c. Double first bases are used on minor league fields and softball fields.  

d. Reduced impact balls will be used in Tee Ball. 

e. Field Lighting is evaluated twice per year. 

f. A facilities safety inspection and walk through is conducted annually in partnership with the Columbus Parks and Recreation Office. 

g. The Manager on Duty will act in accordance with all safety plan guidelines and will consult the Safety Officer for the handling of significant 

events.  

 

 

11. Accident Reporting- The League requires that accident forms be completed and turned into the safety offices within 48 hours of the event. Any injury 

claim submitted will be debriefed with the board after submission. The league will make an effort to track and regularly discuss with the board near 

misses to avoid future injuries. Managers/Coaches and volunteers can access information on How to Handle a Player After Injury here:  

https://www.littleleague.org/university/articles/how-to-handle-an-injured-player-returning-to-play-after-injury/. 

A copy of the Accident Claim Form, Instructions and Tracking Tool can be found in Appendix D.  

 

12. First Aid Kits- The League will provide a first-aid kit that will be accessible to all teams. The contents available in the first-aid kit can be found in Appendix 

F.  

 

13. Enforcement of Little League Rules- Most Little League rules have a basis in safety and The League will make all efforts to follow them. The League will 

specifically ensure that: 

 

a. All players have required equipment including catchers warming up on the field.  

b. Coaches and Managers will enforce the rules at practices as well as games. 

c. Make sure all fields have bases that dis-engage their anchors as required by Little League rules.  

d. In tournament play, coaches and managers are not allowed to catch/warm up pitchers pursuant to Little League rule 3.09.   

 

14. Player Coach Data- The League will utilize SportsConnect to send all team registration information.  The Leagues Safety Manual will not be approved 

until registration data has been fully submitted.  

15. Required Survey- The League will participate in the required survey located in the Data Center as it is available.  
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Northern Little League Emergency Contact List 

League President-   Jason Burdette 706.566.2124 

Safety Officer-     Brittany Jones 706.566.9419 

Player Agent-    Brad Starling  706.604.6624 

Emergency Services, Fire, EMS    911 

Poison Control      1.800.222.1222 

 

 

In the event of a medical emergency please contact 911.  

All non-emergent injuries or accidents should be reported to the Board Member on Duty or the Safety Officer listed above for additional instructions on handling 

the event. Events must be reported within 48 hours to the Safety Officer.  

 

First-Aid Kit is located in the Board Room for all league guests.  
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